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Jose Jesus Estrada

Jose Jesus Estrada is considered one of Mexico's finest composers of organ and choral music in this century. Born in 1898 in
Teocaltiche, state of Jalisco, Mexico, he studied in Rome with Rafaelle Manari, who was also the teacher of Fernando Gennani. After
returning to Mexico at the end of 1935, and until his death on 22 November 1980 (St. Cecilia's Day), he held the post of professor of
organ at the National Conservatory in Mexico City. Many of the leading organists of Mexico came under his tutelage there.
In addition to the works in this volume, Estrada composed other works for solo organ, including the following titles: Arrulladora,
Anoranza, Berceusc y Canci6n, Berceuse y Canto Mfstico, Carrillon de Bodas, El Cucu del Pe16n, Invocaci6n, Marcha Nupcial,
Pastoral, Pequeno Berceuse, and Plenilunio. He also composed several masses and other choral works which remain to be published.

Notes

Procesi611 y Sae/a was dedicated by the composer to his wife, Dona Laura Gutierrez Lascurain. The term "saeta" (Sp., arrow) refers to
a song sung to a passing religious statue or float (usually the Virgin Mary or Jesus) during the processions of Holy Week. The term
implies a spontaneous eruption of sentiment characteristic of the singing style of flamenco music.
Chacona was originally composed in 1962 for solo guitar. Entitled "Terna Variado," Estrada dedicated it to his friend and
worldfamous concert guitarist, Andres Segovia. In 1964 the composer transcribed the work for organ, expanding it by several
variations.
Aspiraci611 ("Longing") was composed in approximately 1955. Although this contains some features of evocative French romantic
organ music, the harmonic language is unique to Estrada.
r

Noel en estilo fances del siglo XVIII ("Noel in I 8th-century French style") was composed in November 1963, and is inscribed ''Para
mi hijita Beatriz, con mi mas encendido carino" ("for my little daughter Beatriz, with my warmest affection").
In this edition the registrations and all other performance indications are exclusively those of the composer. In cases where Maestro
Estrada did not indicate registrations, the decision is left to the performer's imagination. Suggestions by the editor are enclosed in
brackets [ ].
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He has given performances of many of these compositions in Europe, at conventions of the American Guild of Organists, at the
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