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The keyboard music of eighteenth century women composers is not widely known. Their music is exciting and
challenging, but often lies neglected in forgotten attics and remote storage areas of libraries. Often, specific
biographical information is unknown, though certain generalizations can be made about their lives. Often
coming from musical families and having started their musical training at an early age, they generally became
virtuosic performers and composers while still young; their enthusiasm and determination is understandable,
especially since most were expected to give up composition and performance after marriage. These women were all
active keyboardists as well as vocalists, interacting with prominent musicians and composers in public concerts and
private salons.
Maria F. Parke was born in London 1772-73 and died there in 1822. Known as a pianist and composer, she
studied with her father, John Parke, an oboist. She made her debut as both a singer and pianist when she was nine
years old. She was well-known as a singer and performed in London and throughout England. Haydn wrote
to her father after she played and sang at her benefit in 1794, "I tack me the liberty to Send for the Mistris
Park a little Sonat." As was typical in her era, she gave up her musical career when she married John Beardmore in
1815.
Her extant compositions include three Grand Sonatas for the piano, Op. 1 (1799); two Grand Sonatas for
the piano with violin accompaniment ad lib, Op. 2 (ca. 1800); and Divertimento and Military Rondo for the piano
(ca. 1807), as well as several vocal songs.
The title page reads: A Divertimento, and MILITARY rondo, for the Piano Forte. Dedicated to Miss
Ogle. Composed by MISS PARKE. Ent.[Entered] at Sta[Stationers] Hall. Price 5.s Printed for Miss Parke No. 67
Dean Street Soho and to be had at Birchall's New Bond St. and Monzani & Co. No. 3 Old Bond St. & at Clementi
& Co. No. 26 Cheapside & at the principal Music Shops in London, Bath &c (etc.).
Maria Parke's A Divertimento and Military Rondo for the Piano Forte is a welcome addition to the piano reper
toire of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The first of three movements, the Introduction
(Allegro molto Spirituoso), is in G Minor and contains many dynamic markings, typical of piano music in the
late eighteenth century. The form appears to evolve with the repetition of melodic material in new key areas after
modulations. In the major tonal areas there are excursions into the parallel minor. Andante Grazioso, the
through-composed second movement, is in G Major, with repeated phrases, and right hand figuration
and ornamentation. The movement closes in the dominant key of D Major and segues into the last
movement, Rondo á la Militaire, Allegro. The rondo form is ABACA with the C section in the parallel minor, G
Minor.
Editor's Note: This performing edition is an Urtext in which few ornaments, phrasing, articulation, or dynamics
have been added to the score that were not originally provided by the composer. Each performer may
determine these details following the composer's indications. However, the editor has unified ornaments,
phrasing, articulation, and dynamics within passages or in restatements except where the composer clearly
wanted variety with each recurrence. Likewise, obvious harmonic uniformity was provided by the editor
(for example, where chromatic alterations were not carried out consistently in the original edition within
passages or chords). Unnecessary accidentals were omitted, and the notation was altered occasionally to
conform to modern standards.
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